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SUTER, Richard George (1827 — 1894) was born in London, the son of Richard Suter, an
architect, and Ann Ruth Burn. Richard Suter sr (1797 — 1883) was a puoil of the architect
D.A. Alexander, whom he succeeded as Surveyor to both the Fshmongers Co. and the
Trinity House Corporation in London. The younger Suter wes educaied a S Paul’s School,
London and from 1846 a Trinity College, Cambridge. There he was exposed to the ideas of
the Eccesologicd Society which influenced the Gothic Revivd in Britan and the colonies.
After graduating with a Bachdor of Arts degree in 1850, R.G. Suter probably worked in
London for his faher whose mgor commissons then incduded S Peter's Hospitd at
Wandsworth (1849 — 51 ); the Meropolitan Horse and Carriage Repostory (c. 1854); and
Gresham School a Holt, Norfolk (1858) dl for the Fishmongers Co.; and hospitds a Stoke-
onTrent, Guildford and Brighton. RG. Suter became an Associae of the RIBA in 1853. The
date and reasons for his subsequent emigration to Queendand are not known. He married
Mary Handfield beforehand but appears to have emigrated aone.

By August 1865 Suter was working for Brisbane's leading architect Benjamin Backhouse
while edeblishing his own practice It is possble that Suter asssted Backhouse with the
desgn of Bishopshourne, Bishop Tuffndl’'s resdence, and possbly the resdences
Rahdonndl and Keandgstead. It is more probable that Suter was responsble in Backhouses
office for the designs of a chgpd a Bishopsbourne, and of schools & Nanango and Bad Hills,
al built of timber with outsde sudding. This condruction technique, which Suter developed
and populaised in Queerdand, was an ingenious locd modification of treditiond hdf-
timbered condruction (possbly derived from the architect Frederick Thaicher's buildings in
New Zedand for Bishop G.A. Sdwyn). Concurrently Suter dso practiced on his ovn behdf
in Brisbane. With the architect George McLagan, he was commissoned to report on the
dability of William Coote's Town Hal. Suter's recommendations for strengthening the roof
were accepted by the Bridbane Municipd Council in September 1865, Suter adso took an
active pat in community activities He joined the Queendand Philosophicd (later Royd)
Society in January 1866 and later served as its honorary secretary. He was a sergeant in the



Brisbane Rifles No.1 Company, a committee member of the School of Arts, and president of
the Brisbane Dramatic Club.

Despite the colony’s fdtering economy, Suter’s practice expanded. In January 1866 he won a
desgn competition for a Municipd Maket, but the building was deferred and re-desgned
before it was erected by July 1867. Al in January Suer completed a large modd for the
firm of J and G. Harris of ther new warehouse and wharves in Brisbane — the modd was
commissioned to send to England to show the extent of ther trade. In June 1866, after giving
evidence to a Sdect Committee on the Hospitals of the Colony, Suter presented an “able and
practica paper” on the desgn and condruction of hospitas to the Philosophical Society. He
urged, among other innovetions, the adoption of the pavilion sysem for improved cross-
ventilation, hollow wadls to obviate the effects of hest and damp, and rasng floors aove the
ground on open piers or aches In 1869 Suter gave evidence to another inquiry into the
colony’s hospitds and asylums, presanting plans for an asylum which combined the pavilion
and cottage systems. He had opportunities to implement his idess in 1868 when he won a
competition to extend the Wawick Hospitd, and in 1869 when he was commissoned for the
new Toowoomba Hospita

Renewing his association with the Anglican Church, Suter became a warden of All Sants
Church early in 1866 and theredfter represented this and other congregations a diocesan
medings  In May 1866, the foundations were lad for S Andrews Church, Lutwyche the
fird of Suter's severd timber churches. Successtully reconciling the limited budget and the
architecturd aspiraions of congregation, Suter further developed his use of outdde studding.
This technique, together with a timber bdl-cote and spire, produced a “pleasing Gothic effect”
like churches in the “old country’. His opportunity to building in more subgtantid meterid
cane in May 1867 with a commisson for & Mak's Church, Wawick, which Bishop
Tuffnel later cdled “the most complete and satisfactory building in the Diocess”. In 1867
Suter was unsuccessful in design competiion to extend ET. Blacket's S John's Pro-
Cathedrd and to complete Backhouses suspended design of 1863 for S Stephen’s Cathedrd.
Suter proposed to complete the laiter in timber in view of limited funds but Backhouse's
more costly design was preferred  After Backhouse left Brisbane, Suter was commissioned to
complete the cathedra, possibly to his own revised design.



Suter's scthool desgns for Backhouse soon led to indegpendent commissons from the
Queendand Board of Education, initidly for timber schools and teachers residences, and,
after Backhouse's departure, for dmogst dl the Boad's work until 1875. Like his churches,
Suter’'s early sthools had outdde <udding and atracted favourdde atention for their
economy, intend finish and picturesque appearance The Board accurately foresaw that
Suter's schools would “afford to the inhebitants of the remote interior, modds of neat
architecture for ther imitation”. Built throughout the colony, the schools popularised the
technique of outdde dudding which continued to be widdy used in Queendand — modly
without the architecturd pretensons of Suter’s origind desgns — for haf a century. Faced
with equaly redrictive budgets for severd brick schools in Brishane, Suter was obliged, as he
had done with timber, “to fdl back upon the materids as actudly used to secure
ornamentation...without in any way increesing the cost”. The corbe tables he incorporated in
the wadls and gables were likened to lacework surmounting the “innate wvulgaity of bricks'.
Apat from teechers reddence, Suter desgned rddively few houses, but these include some
of the most subgtantid and didinguished ever erected in Queendand. Long associated with
the homestead, Tdga, with its dimaicdly-responsve plan, Suter was adso architect of the
degant Euson and Wedlrook Hal and of Jmbour House, a witty parody of Brishane's
Paliament and Government Houses, built for the Parliamentarian Joshua Petler Bel (Suter
had earlier desgned additions to Government House). A drong circumdantid case can be
mede for his involvement with Glegdlan homestead, ner Wawick, possbly teking over
from Charles Bading who left the colony in 1867. Suter was aso regponsible for additions to
the Queendand Club, the Brishane headquarters of his Darling Downs “Pure Merino” clients.

Ealy in 1872 Suter entered into patnership with Annedey Wedey Voysey as Suter and
Voysey. Voyssy, an employee snce the previous year, was a grandson of Annedey Voysey,
a former patner of Richad Suter sr in the early 1830's The younger Voysey became
resdent patner of the firm's Rockhampton branch, edablished to oversee their Centrd
Queendand commissons, in paticar & Paul’'s Church in Rockhampton.  Not long
dteewards, Suter’s fortunes fdtered. Mogt of his larger ecclesagticd commissions had been
commenced with insufficient funds for their completion or to pay his fees resulting in ddays
and disoutes. St Paul’s Church was deferred in mid — 1874 with little more than the footings
built. Laer that year Voysey left the patnership to join the Queendand Ralways. In
Toowoomba, Suter was dismissed in November 1873 by his dient for Westbrook Hal,
leading to a dispute over fees which was not resolved until 1876. His formely good



relaionship with the Queendand Board of Educetion was dso threstened. As the Boad's
building program repidly incressed, it sought to reduce expenditure on professond fees by
wsing sandard desgns which Suter produced in October 1874. The repeated payment of
desgn fees however, had previoudy covered Suter's loses in supervison of the Board's
widdy dispersed and low-cost schools The Board's refusd to recompense him for the actud
cogt of supervison was a metter of continuous discord. By 1874 there were aso doubts about
the menit of outdde dudding. After only a few years some schools had required expensve
repairs due to unseasoned or nondurable timber being used for exposed joints, and many
schools were later sheeted externdly or protected by the addition of verandahs.  Criticised
adso was “Mr Suter’'s clique’ — his trusted group of contractors like JJ. D'Eviin.  Moreover,
Suter was placed in a difficult pogtion in aguments between the Anglican Church and
proponents of government education which led in 1975 to abdlition of both the Board of
Education and funding for church schools. Bishop Tuffndl’'s return to England in 1874
meant the loss of church paronage. Suter was dso unsuccessful in his efforts to have the
design of the new Supreme Court in Brisbane thrown open to competition. Worn out, Suter’'s
hedth faled ealy in 1875 and he determined to leave the colony for a change of dimate.
After moving to Mdbourne in the folowing year, he gpparently gave up architecture and by
1880 was a priest of the Caholic Apogtolic Church, Calton. Suter died of heart diseese in
Melbourne on 27 July 1894.*

SUTER AND VOYSEY wee a patneship of Richad George Suter and his former
employee, Annedey Wedey Voysey, as achitects in Brishane from ealy 1872, Suter’s
faher, Richad Suter (1797 — 1883), and Voysey's grandfather, Annedey Voysey (c.1794
1839), both architects had been patners in London in the early 1830's. FHom Jly 1872
Suter and Voysey opened a branch office in Rockhampton, with Voysey as resdent partner,
to undetake work in Centrd Queendand for ther mgor dients the Board of Generd
Education and the Church of England Despite some success in gaining other work, the
firm's mgor proect in Rodkhampton, S Paul’s Church, was deferred in min-1874 due to lack

! References: information from Harold Marks, Ruth Kamen (British Architectura Library), Mark Nichalls
(Cambridge University Archives), and Kevin Murtagh; H. Colvin, A Biographical Dictionary of British
Architects 1600 — 1840, London, 1978, pp 798 — 99; J. Mane-Wheoki, “ Temporary edifices set new directions’,
in New Zealand Higtoric Places, June 1990, pp.21-25; V&P of the QLA, 1869, vol.1, p.43;,LWO/A, 1865/2468,
QSA.



of funds The patnership ended in September that year when Voysey joined the Queendand
Railways The practice was continued by Suter until he left Queendand in 1875.2
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